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Abstract

In the last decades, industrial development has undergone signi昀椀cant dualism, constantly 

advancing yet always on the verge of poten}al systemic decline. This ambivalence was made 

possible by a convergence of global challenges correlated to the environment, including 

climate change, resources deple}on, and pollu}on. Increasing environmental awareness 

among the people and within industrial sectors has been steadily growing over the past few 

decades and has played a crucial role in loudly demanding for be琀琀er prac}ces and more 

sustainable products, both socially and environmentally. Moreover, regulatory pressures from 

governments and interna}onal bodies have forced companies to reconsider and renovate their 

produc}on processes. As a result, the global produc}ve sectors have evolved into compe}}ve 

arenas where environmental and clima}c performances are 昀椀rmly chased, some}mes even 

achieved, though not always. Companies now strive not only for economic enrichment but 

also put an e昀昀ort into sustainable prac}ces that minimize their ecological footprint and 

contribute posi}vely to the 昀椀ght against climate change – as well as for the green idea they 

give of themselves to the outside world. Figh}ng climate change-related events is, in fact, 

deemed a technical problem to be solved rather than a chance to develop a path towards 

temporal and intergenera}onal jus}ce. Hence, there is a growing need to induce companies 

to re-think their produc}ve processes, ensuring the inclusion of a holis}c viewpoint, for it is 

now pivotal that a new e昀케cient balance between the well-being of individuals and the well-

being of our natural surroundings is put in place.

The central focus of this thesis is the Agno Valley, once a slow-paced Valley, a people Valley, 

now closer to a bustling industrial area, where it is crucial to de昀椀ne the interac}on between 

humans – the polluters – and the surrounding environment – the polluted. The purpose is to 

provide an insighvul examina}on of the Miteni case study, embodying one of the countless 

symbols of the failure of peaceful coexistence between the locals and the natural environment. 

The Agno Valley is now an ever-present subject of many interna}onal debates concerning 

water pollu}on due to the presence of persistent pollutants. Situated in the north-eastern 

corner of Italy, this area has experienced signi昀椀cant industrial development over the past 
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decades, without speci昀椀c regula}ons addressing chemical contamina}on of the various 

environmental compartments. A warning sign of troubles.

The adopted approach assumes that the humans of the Agno Valley have profoundly 

interfered with its natural balance and authen}city and, despite the numerous warnings about 

the en}ty of the pollu}on caused by chemical substances distribu}on, li琀琀le has been brought 

to prac}ce, leading to relentless and persistent contamina}on, s}ll taking place. The 

ar}cula}ons of the theore}cal assump}ons are driven by exis}ng and referenced knowledge 

as well as humanly analy}cal ques}ons, like: how has the rela}onship between humans and 

nature evolved in sight of soil and water contamina}on scenarios, and how has the percep}on 

of this rela}onship changed over }me? Will it be possible to se琀琀le a new equilibrium between 

two realms that appear so di昀昀erent and unbalanced, and yet are deeply interconnected?

We need forward-thinking strategies and a well-developed conceptual framework to 

comprehend and address the complexi}es of global environmental issues. But in order to 

understand what is essen}al to understand why: this knowledge is vital for local ac}ons with 

a global perspec}ve (think global, act local) but it is only achieved through the combina}on of 

conceptual and prac}cal experience of a community. Since a deep reassessment of 
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environmental ethics is necessary, nature9s intrinsic rights and moral status should start to be 

acknowledged and universally upheld, with the means of environmental inclusiveness and a 

worldwide perspec}ve.
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Introduction: Overview of the Agno Valley

–

the area9s adaptability and resilience, 
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Picture 1.

— —

9 activity are

 Carson, R. 1962.
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of one9s soul and senses, thus filtered by cultural 

– –

 Ibidem.
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Picture 2.
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In fact, the 昀氀ow of the Agno stream proved advantageous for 

the inhabitants of the Valley, par}cularly those who worked on, if not owned, fer}le and 

produc}ve lands. Following the historical progression of human civiliza}on, during the XIX 

Century, the same fer}le and produc}ve 昀椀elds rapidly became hubs of industrial lodging, 

thanks to which this region undertook the path that led to a major economic improvement.

valley9s geographical features to support and accelerate industrial growth, 

sadly recalls the story of a territory doomed to the siege of 

these forever chemicals on behalf of industrialism. 

and animals9 bodies, if 
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xenobio}c substances 

As of today, they are purposefully added almost 

everywhere, like cross-sec}onal addi}ves: from non-s}ck cookware and food wrappers to 

pes}cides, from 昀椀re-昀椀gh}ng foams to hydro-repellent garments and cosme}cs, not to men}on 

the soils and the waters where they had been discharged. 

s9

 ATSDR, 2022.
 Various Authors. 2015.
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Picture 3: PFAS Molecule, retrieved 05/2024.

 The general chain of carbon atoms (yellow) and 昀氀uorine atoms (light blue) is typical of PFAS molecules. 

 Various Authors. 2015.
 Liva, G. 2024.
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(PFCTE) and was discovered by a German chemicals9 

Back in the early 1950s, the American creators of the formula working at the DuPont as 

chemical manufacturers, were consciously producing highly toxic and cancerogenic chemicals, 

but they decided not to share a rather uneasy informa}on. At least with the public: according 

to some indiscre}ons, the American environmental a琀琀orney Robert Bilo琀琀 received countless 

folders of papers to analyze before ge琀�ng to court with DuPont, which hoped to discourage 

him, some of which witnessed the exchange of informa}on between Miteni and DuPont 

discussing the hazardous implica}on of PFAS.

 Fazio, G. 2021.
 Liva, G. 2024. 
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 Ibidem.
 DGR 1590/2017.
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Picture 4. Federico Bevilacqua, 2020. Internazionale.

Behind the Miteni Plant. Trissino.

 Coltrè, A. 2024.
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The local community s}ll lacks fundamental knowledge about the situa}on. Given the recent 

nature of these events, it is crucial to educate younger genera}ons to an}cipate the region's 

future, focusing on soil and water regenera}on, to try and forecast possible stances. Prolonged 

inac}on will result in greater spread of PFAS in the groundwater and soil. Immediate and 

e昀昀ec}ve rehabilita}on e昀昀orts are necessary and numerous local en}}es are emphasizing the 

urgency of such ac}ons: land remedia}on has been requested since 2016.

 Schirato, S., Spadacini, B. M. 2024.
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Picture 5. Marianna Ciso琀琀o, 10/2024.

 An overview from above of the incriminated factory: in the distance, the town of Trissino.

The Company9s 

–

–
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mission is the CILLSA (Cittadini per il Lavoro, la Legalità, la Salute e l9Ambiente –

<

PFAS [&]. In many cases Italy

substances [&]. I call Italy today to vention on POP’s and to take 

.=

 Doctors of ISDE (Interna琀椀onal Society of Doctors for the Environment) are medical professionals who advocate 
for environmental health and its impact on human well-being. Founded in 1990, ISDE is a global organiza琀椀on of 
doctors and health experts focused on addressing environmental hazards—such as pollu琀椀on, climate change, 
and chemical contaminants—that pose risks to public health.

 OHCHR. (2021).
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saw 

the establishment of the newest opera}onal commi琀琀ee dedicated to addressing the PFAS 

issue, the Associazione Salute e Territorio. This commi琀琀ee joined the growing network of local 

en}}es commi琀琀ed to comba}ng the environmental and health challenges posed by PFAS 

contamina}on. 

a testament to the 

power of grassroots ac}vism in driving meaningful change.

of the Pedemontana9s construction site, thus accountable for poisoning the local SCI

 ARPAV. (2021, July 5). Prot. n. 8195.
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civil society has been informed: <

areas and to disseminate information about the pollution and the risks to residents’ health 

–

=

 OHCHR. (2021).
 Ball, K. 2022.
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change occurring in one9s homeland, 

9s

disasters9

 SPV. 2019, June 19.
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shifting the contamination9s limit previously set by Miteni. 

– –

kilometer (0,16€/km)



25

from Sant9Urbano (Montecchio Maggiore) of
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–
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– The map of Europe9s PFAS contamination. 

the Valley9s inhabitants, with a particular focus on examining the impact of the

the Valley9s inhabitants, 
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<

ci saranno danni creati dall’impatto ambientale che un’opera di queste dimensioni e materiali 

.= 

A much more nuanced reflection is given by an informed citizen: <

per quanto riguarda l’agibilità e 

=



32

In both cases the Valley9s inhabitants are diplomatically showing both the faces of the coin:

<Penso che saremo edotti del danno fra qualche anno.= 

<Ininfluente .=

<La pedemontana si trova inserita in un contesto viario della valle dell'agno che allo stato 

.= –
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<Purtroppo con la costruzione di capannoni l'area era già compromessa, e questo sarà il 

= –

<La SPV è l’ultima opera, ma non l’unica, che ha avuto un impatto sul sito delle Poscole. 

= –

<Mi sento influenzata, abitando nella zona, anche perché ci sono stati dei danni durante i 

= –
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The question9s purpose was to people9s awareness of the presence of 

children9s contaminated blood.

I am afraid and think that my lifestyle and the environment can 
be irreparably damaged.
I am con昀椀dent that this problem can be solved, even ex-post.

I do not feel a昀昀ected.
<I am not su昀昀iciently informed to answer this question.=

<This is an aspect that had to be discussed with the citizens 
before the work.=
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<

=

In the end, this last poll summarized the respondents9 impressions 

<

=

<

=

<No, ero parzialmente a conoscenza di tutto. Rimango dell’idea che

=
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<

=

<

’

=

<

= –

<

= –

<

= – No, it hasn9t changed. 
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<

=
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alley9s roadways without passing through a site of 

Picture 10.
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–

the Miteni9s –

 

 

<

=

together with their families, have to face: < ?=.

three scenarios. < he 昀椀rst says to young people and families: Leave Veneto. And if you don’t 

leave physically, abandon the idea of the industrial Veneto that has made these valleys 

unlivable. You have every right to do so because your fathers and mothers—in a poli琀椀cal 

sense—have handed you a ravaged and poisoned land. 

 

Don9t complain; you are the 
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— —

being.=

environmental harm. Peruffo9s position is not just one of criticism, but also a call for 

<Here, for decades, 

—

—

=

<After twelve years of relentless activity, during which I participated in hundreds of public 
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=

<

,=

: <

environment and surface waters.=

<For instance, consider the statement made by Prime Minister Draghi 

 Ungherese, G. 2024.
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sustainable.=

<

are plastic and may contain PFAS.=

The interviews are published with the kind permission of Alberto Peru昀昀o and Vincenzo Cordiano.
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Wasteocene, Anthropocene, Chtulucene (et. al)

Humanity's domina}on over ordinary life on Earth is no longer merely a legacy of the most 

recent centuries: it goes back to the earliest human civiliza}ons and slowly it became tangible 

and visible. Many of the greatest empires in the history of humans, despite usually handing 

honors and favors to their dei}es, were already con昀椀dent to have power and control over their 

world, by domes}ca}ng plants, animals, landscapes and events. The operated control was 

facilitated by religion as a key to jus}fy and explain many natural happenings, that, otherwise, 

would have been le昀琀 unexplained.

In the cradle of civiliza}on people engaged with the understanding of }me, one of the most 

naturally valuable concepts that today has been completely anthropized. In domains like the 

agricultural and zootechnic businesses, we slightly forgot the func}oning of the natural 

cadences and intervals, their fascina}ng rhythms, simply because technological development 

o昀昀ered a much faster and easier way to engage with it. We lost precious connec}ons through 

the need to operate control.

Backbone ac}vi}es accountable for holding the opera}onal leading of man supremacy have 

been the widespread agricultural prac}ces, including farming and herding, and the scien}昀椀c 

revolu}on, the }me of knowledge accumula}on, along with the rapid and most recent 

technological development, the distribu}on of prac}ce.

The no}ons that, over }me, we have collected from the direct experience with the 

environment can be considered the 昀椀rsts steps in the construc}on of a man-centered system, 

where everything works for our own sustainment. Our ways of <ge琀�ng to know it=, rapidly 

developed into <ge琀�ng to control it=. The other components of life are le昀琀 to be just 

par}cipants in a game ruled by mankind. Religious-related interpreta}ons bolstered this idea 

with the crea}on of a hierarchical importance of beings, by placing humans second only to 

God(s), thus reinforcing the gradual separa}on of the human-nature realms.

In the recent literature this separa}on is addressed through the eco-psychological discourse 

with scholars con昀椀rming that the disconnec}on between human and the more-than-human 
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nature took place with the domes}ca}on of plants and animals.  Others have suggested that 

this separa}on can be traced back to historic }mes, with literacy and numeracy introduc}on, 

or even to prehistoric }mes with the introduc}on of the 昀椀rst tools and development of 

language. In di昀昀erent publica}ons it is underlined that with the beginning of the Industrial 

Revolu}on we started to build our enclosed spaces (buildings, 昀氀ats, o昀케ces, cars, &). These 

construc}on ini}a}ves were crucial in de昀椀ning the disconnec}on with the natural 

environment, with concrete walls se琀�ng up the proper boundaries between us and the 

outside.

In this biphasic context, the milestone is the introduc}on of biophilia: a concept describing the 

innate and gene}cally determined a昀케nity that humans inherently develop towards the natural 

world; as the psychologist Erich Fromm framed in 1973, biophilia is what determines our 

a琀琀achment with everything that is alive and vital, a psychological orienta}on. Nonetheless, it 

goes without saying that the current development is diverging from this trajectory. More 

precisely, it is in these most recent years that the term Anthropocene has been increasingly 

gaining ground on behalf of the current discourse of the human beings9 role in shaping the 

planet. 

Picture 12.

 Shepard, P. D. (1982)
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The introduc}on of the word Anthropocene dates back to the 1980s, when the ecologist 

Eugene Stoermer 昀椀rstly coined it, referring to the evidence of the impacts produced by the 

anthropic ac}vity on the Earth. It was the chemist Paul Crutzen that, only twenty years later, 

popularized it. He suggested that the in昀氀uence of human ac}vity on the Earth9s equilibrium, 

whose impact led to the evident shaping consequences of climate change, is so signi昀椀cant that 

it deserves to be framed in a new geological epoch, namely the Anthropocene. 

The most common thing most of us envision in their mind when thinking of the Anthropocene 

is a massive footprint on the Planet, especially over those con}nents that are more heavily 

exploited than others for their resources. Not just a simple barefoot print, but a work boot 

footprint, be琀琀er if linkable to industrial ac}vi}es, just like the one shown in Picture 12. 

The overview of this concept, origins, reasons, and implementa}ons, are overall clear, 

however it has not been accepted by the Scien}昀椀c Community; nonetheless it is largely 

recognized and adopted in informal contexts. The debate is centered on when the onset of 

this new epoch should be placed (and why should the Holocene end anyway?): many consider 

its proper commencement with the 昀椀rst agricultural prac}ces, around 12,000 years BP, some 

believe that its onset should coincide with the Industrial Revolu}on and the introduc}on of 

the steam engine, and others with the 昀椀rst atomic blast. All the proposals are related to the 

cri}cal signatures that we might have le昀琀 in the geological records traceable in the rocks9 

stra}graphy.

Another conceptual way to refer to the current undisputed human (self-determined) primacy 

over the needs and the rights of a neighboring environment is Prometheanism; a term 

introduced by John Dryzek, Australian poli}cal theorist, in The Poli琀椀cs of the Earth: 

Environmental Discourses.  While not a true synonym to Anthropocene and 

Anthropocentrism, it shares a similar perspec}ve on the existence of the natural surroundings 

as resources whose u}lity is determined primarily by human needs and deeds.

This new feeling built a momentum for the human-made engineering in suppor}ng the 

environmental phenomena, reinforcing the idea of our unlimited ability to act on the natural 

world by means of technology. In this way, humans are slowly achieving the power to get closer 

 Dryzek, J. S. (2013)
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to the desired dominance and control over nature,  through mul}ple anthropic invasive 

processes.

In the percep}on of our surroundings and our rela}onship with it, an interes}ng point of view 

is also o昀昀ered by Tim Ingold in The Percep琀椀on of the Environment , in which he delves into 

what it means for a human being to inhabit an environment: the answer to this ques}on 

changes depending on the }meline and the geographic posi}on. Ingold drew a琀琀en}on 

especially to the ethnographic studies in which people make a living out of hun}ng and 

gathering, star}ng with the idea that par}cipa}on in the world as a living being is a way to 

perceive it, concluding with an input on how to overcome the de昀椀ni}on of a human-centered 

system framed by the natural one.

A revolu}on for the dichotomy of biological and cultural in which Ingold takes into 

considera}on the accounts from biological sciences and the accounts from indigenous people, 

o昀昀ering the anthropological approach by giving the narra}on a context. 

The de昀椀ni}on of a new geological epoch can be considered as a tool integra}ng diverse 

disciplines in giving larger contribu}ons and new perspec}ves in the confronta}on of two 

realms: nature and culture, whereas culture de昀椀nes the human-made scenario. The physical 

frac}on of an ontological separa}on.

The planet we are inhabi}ng is not featured with simple, linear, and repe}}ve processes. 

Although the major terrestrial phenomena could be characterized as regular, there are, for 

each event, speci昀椀c variables compe}ng for the 昀椀rst place, for the primacy, resul}ng in an 

overall unpredictable outcome. One of these compe}ng variables is us, the Homo Sapiens, or, 

to rejuvenate it, the Homo oeconomicus, adop}ng procedures to shape millenarian natural 

processes for our own pleasure and interests, at the expense of the rest.

In the process of encountering with counterparts and alterna}ves, similar or slightly di昀昀erent 

from the Anthropocene, a par}cular insight stands out: William Grey, scholar of philosophy 

and deep ecology, de昀椀ned the search for a non-anthropocentric set of values as a <hopeless 

quest=, having anthropocentric perspec}ves as <benign, natural, inevitable and quite adequate 

 Ingold, T. (2000)
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for an environmental ethic.=   On this account, the spontaneous ques}on it rises is: benign for 

who?, pu琀�ng in evidence again how central the role played by humans is in our own 

es}ma}ons. The answer does not really give space to characterize or include more-than-

human en}}es.

Moreover, here it can be pointed out that the environmental ethic assump}ons state that the 

fragility of the Planet is supposed to be safeguarded by the humankind, raising once more its 

deliberate central role; though the many inconsistencies here included can be discussed from 

the acknowledgement that, as a species, we appeared a micro-geological second ago, in front 

of the 4.6 billion (es}mated) years of the Earth. This aspect, once again, highlights the human 

primacy in the biological pyramid as self-chosen and self-regulated.

Despite its controversies, the word Anthropocene has the strength to lead an interdisciplinary 

conversa}on between humanists and natural scien}sts, nonetheless, the simple applica}on of 

di昀昀erent neologisms and ways to describe our }mes of mixed signals have the power to 

amplify the conversa}on even more, with the inclusion of di昀昀erent contribu}ons coming from 

poliedric disciplines.

According to the diverse points of view we could adopt to amplify the discussion, other than 

the comprehensive Anthropocene, relevancy has to be granted to the introduc}on of the 

money centered concept of Capitalocene, followed by the one de昀椀ning the centrality of 

troubles and disturbs, Chthulucene, the one approaching the genera}on and accumula}on of 

waste, known as Wasteocene, and the one focusing on the homogeniza}on of the lands as the 

main modelling mechanism of our }mes, Planta琀椀onocene.

This la琀琀er concept, introduced by Donna Haraway and examined both by Tsing and Haraway, 

is one of the 昀椀rsts alterna}ves to receive a琀琀en}on in the subs}tu}on of Anthropocene. From 

this angle, scholars9 purpose is to emphasize the human aliena}on from the natural 

environment, its }mes and rhythms, especially in the food chain produc}on. Star}ng from the 

conceptualiza}on of a planta}on, they highlighted its close connec}on with diverse kinds of 

exploita}on: from the seeds to the grown plants, from the human labor force to the machinery 

 Plumwood, V. (1994).
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- the slavery of mechanical work - especially in the largest monocultures. In three words: 

mul}species forced labor and, eventually, slavery.

When Haraway delves into the Planta}onocene, she puts the accent on the uproo}ng aspects 

that any planta}on entails per se: there is a rupture of an archaic bond with the soil, when this 

la琀琀er is forcefully shaped by humans9 hands into something it was not before. A common 

mistake is conceiving the planta}on endowed with a natural essence: it is, instead, a trait of 

our ancestral iden}ty to engage with the environment to a point at which it is forced to 

become something we can rapidly bene昀椀t from. A framework of predominance and 

subordina}on resul}ng in an overall homogeniza}on of the landscapes. <Loving and caring 

feelings for a piece of land are fundamentally incompa}ble with the Planta}on=, where the 

standardiza}on, 昀氀atness, and equaliza}on of what is o昀昀ered from the outside are the main 

features.

In a speci昀椀c case study referring to the in}mate bond created between the soil and its 

creatures, speci昀椀cally focusing on humans, the a琀琀en}on is set on the struggle for survival of 

fumigated humans and weeds.  More speci昀椀cally, in the Argen}nian soy planta}ons, the 

biggest agribusiness companies introduced a strong herbicide, Roundup, with the intent to 

eliminate all unwanted plants except for the main crop, namely soy. The gene}cally engineered 

soy (Roundup Ready Soy) can proliferate thanks to the resistance developed to the Roundup 

herbicide. In response to the repeated applica}ons of Roundup, weeds, of which the most 

aggressive have been varie}es of amaranth, mutated and evolved resistance to the 

herbicide.

The intent of the quoted ar}cle is to highlight the intertwined nature of movements of 

resistance created by humans and plants struggling against gene}cally engineered soy 

monocultures in South America, which the authors provoca}vely conceptualized as 

interspecies resistance. Local ac}vists and organiza}ons started to oppose the intensi昀椀ed 

fumiga}ons, because of the gradually lower produc}vity of the exploited lands and the severe 

health problems detected among the neighboring popula}ons, caused by the fumiga}ons.

 colle琀�vo epidemia. (2021). 
 Beilin, K. O., & Suryanarayanan, S. (2017).
 Beilin, K. O., & Suryanarayanan, S. (2017).
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In order to move the centrality of the Anthropos with the proposal of alterna}ves de昀椀ning the 

current geological era, also Wasteocene, Capitalocene, and Chthulucene should be examined.

Picture 12. @

The world9s largest floating plastic island.

The most recent Wasteocene was coined by Marco Armiero and Massimo de Angelis in the 

ar}cle Anthropocene: Vic琀椀ms, Narrators, and Revolu琀椀onaries.  This concept builds on the 

idea of the Anthropocene but focuses on the socio-ecologic rela}onship built between 

humans, the material products of disposing - namely garbage - and the surrounding 

environment. 

Human traces and bequests found in the organosphere of organisms that got in touch with 

them, are de昀椀ning this newest vision characterized by the imposi}on of a rela}onship of 

was}ng, a linear pathway of consump}on and waste. It highlights how waste, both the 

material and the social, is a leading force of our era and how central it is for societal func}ons. 

More importantly, Armiero was pushed to idealize this concept since he refused the 

Anthropocene package because of its universality: in fact, this la琀琀er approach makes every 

human being responsible for the current ecological crisis, without considering inequali}es, 

expropria}on, and colonial narra}ons of the recent history.

 Armiero, M., & De Angelis, M. (2017). 
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Proceeding with the second alterna}ve-to-the-Anthropocene here outlined, we shall delve 

into the Capitalocene. There are other scholars and theorists refusing the central role given to 

the anthropogenic ac}vi}es in support of the idea that, instead, the capitalis}c development 

would be the chief cause of the dispropor}onated modi昀椀ca}ons carried out on the essen}al 

processes of the Earth.  In fact, the World-Ecology scholar and sociologist Jason W. Moore, in 

Capitalism in the Web of Life  revealed his opinion on the use of the word Anthropocene. 

His cri}cal stance is based on similar argumenta}ons to those of Armiero: Anthropocene is 

referring to humanity as a <homogeneous ac}ng unit= and does not take into account the 

peculiar aspects of }me and place in the Earth9s storyline, as well as the func}ons of the more-

than-human side of the exis}ng beings.

Ul}mately, Capitalocene serves to indicate and map out the complex entanglements of 

rela}onships built on the exploita}on of natural resources9 reservoirs on behalf of humans9 

interests. It refers to the economic sphere as the leading cause, with a focus on the 

appropria}on and distribu}on of surplus-value and the accumula}on of capital.

The last alterna}ve to the Anthropocene that wants to be inves}gated here is also the most 

provoca}ve, o昀昀ered by the mul}species feminist theorist Donna J. Haraway: the Chthulucene. 

In Haraway9s book Staying with the Trouble – Making Kin in the Chthulucene  the purpose is 

to provide a recon昀椀gura}on of the rela}ons of the earthly inhabitants. She described our 

epoch as one in which humans and nonhumans are deeply and intrinsically }ed in tentacular 

prac}ces, subterranean connec}ons. At last instance, the Chthulucene inten}on is to consider 

the Planet Earth as a holis}c, hyper-connected system, in which humans are not self-centered 

but part of the mutually enhancing en}}es, humans, non-humans and more-than-humans, 

promo}ng the processes of life.

The idea given by the Chthulucene is slightly close to a post-Anthropocene: what would 

happen if the humankind ceased to be the species with a self-determined central role over the 

other species? This ques}on serves as the paradigm to inves}gate these }mes dominated by 

disturbance, chaos, confusion. Even Bruno Latour commented that Haraway ampli昀椀ed the 昀椀eld 

 Moore, J. W. (2023). 
 Moore, J. W. (2015). 
 Haraway, D. J. (2016). 
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of possibili}es without falling into science 昀椀c}on argumenta}ons, the two separated by a very 

thin line.

The answer provided by the Chthulucene to overcome the current discomfort of a present 

dominated by disorder, is to 昀氀a琀琀en the discrepancies in the ranking of di昀昀erent species, by 

placing humans on the same 昀氀oor of the other more-than-human and non-human species, as 

a sole component of a larger and more complex apparatus.
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Conclusion and Future Perspec琀椀ves

<The climate crisis is also a crisis of culture, and thus of the imagina琀椀on.=

Imagina}on embodies our core need of explaining inexplicable things. Therefore, it is down 

this path of crea}vity of mind that we can assess a desirable future for this spoiled land, 

meanwhile wai}ng for someone to turn the clods. 

The insights of this thesis stem from the desire to give voice to the percep}on of the polluted 

condi}ons of this territory, silently grieving, from the shi昀琀 of balances and imbalances 

between human and nature, arising from episodes of environmental disrup}on. 

Thanks to Rob Nixon we are able to picture disasters like the one in the Agno Valley in just two 

words: slow violence.  Here lies the real meaning of the climate crisis – unfolding gradually, 

hidden from plain sight, without immediate impact to ensure that daily life remains 

undisturbed (needless to say, this is not applicable to all the cases). The intensity of its 

disrup}on is distributed across }me and space, making it di昀케cult for us to perceive it as a 

danger, as it is so in昀椀nitesimal. <A violence of delayed destruc}on, an a琀琀ri}onal violence that 

is typically not viewed as violence at all.= The kind of violence we are used to, nourished by 

the media venera}on of the grandess, is immediate, spectacular, and drama}c. Yet, we are the 

sleeping audience to a much di昀昀erent kind of violence, one unfolding on a stage where the act 

appears to be momentarily suspended. Nonetheless, it is increasing and prolifera}ng at 

exponen}al rates, without us paying enough a琀琀en}on since it seems quiet.

To envision a future that di昀昀ers from the condi}ons set by the Miteni plant, it is worth it to 

analyze di昀昀erent viable solu}ons of requali昀椀ca}on, with speci昀椀c reference to the natural 

compartments a昀昀ected. Each of these represent a lens through which we can picture clustered 

peculiarity and assign ways to take ac}on of remedia}on. Soil, in which the contaminants were 

able to deeply penetrate through water; the biota, now under the a琀琀en}ve eye of the 

researchers, as spots of bioaccumula}on; air, where the di昀昀usion is related to the ac}ve 

carbon 昀椀lters burnt at the end of their e昀케ciency. However, as previously men}oned, 

 Ghosh, A. (2016)
 Nixon, R. (2011)
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incinerators work at temperatures of 700-800°C, but PFAS are successfully removed at the 

temperature of 1400°C. This mechanism easily disperses the pollutants through the air for 

kilometers.

But this is a story about liquid legacies, and delving into the case of study, it appears obvious 

that the main protagonist on the stage is the water compartment. An e昀昀ec}ve means of 

transport for the dispersed chemicals indeed. Once this is acknowledged it is due }me to 

provide alterna}ve solu}ons – alterna}ves to leaving everything behind, from the chemical 

plant that is s}ll pollu}ng the soil and the underground waters, to a large part of the popula}on 

le昀琀 to ignore the situa}on.

A water treatment plant would be able to physically address the regional water9s lack of safety 

and building it over the area where the Miteni stands could be the key demonstra}on that 

posi}ve stances are taking ground. In order to impart a lesson, the plant would be the less 

energy-consuming possible. 

A signi昀椀cant e昀昀ort should be made – as it is expected – to make up for the mistakes done in 

the past: to walk down this path, an e昀昀ec}ve communica}on between towns9 administra}ons 

and the ci}zens is needed. People should be the central focus of a correc}ve ac}on plan: this 

}me as ac}ve protagonists, rather than passive vic}ms. In general, the plants for water 

treatment require a huge amount of electricity that, in this case, could be provided by 

renewables. A昀琀er the indispensable restora}on of the soil under the Miteni premises, the 

water treatment plant could see its onset, jus}昀椀ed by the crimes commi琀琀ed in the past, rooted 

to the idea of the importance we must give to water, that we, apparently, forgot for a moment, 

leaving chemical pollutants to bathe freely in our waters, and to dive eventually in our bodies.

Not just yet another establishment of the Valley, but the establishment that could give 

meaning to the 昀椀ghts, to the things that had been said out loud, and to those le昀琀 unsaid, to 

the movements rising against the indiscriminate, harmful contamina}on; an establishment 

that speaks with the wisdom of who has risen from its ashes, meanwhile restoring the polluted 

waters and collec}ng them with re-distribu}on purposes.
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No ma琀琀er the costs, no ma琀琀er the }me forecasted for its implementa}on, the inhabitants of 

the Valley and the contaminated area need to be reassured, along with the polluters9 need to 

pay.

But this could be just one solu}on: scien}sts and researchers are being challenged by the 

parterre of viable alterna}ves; adsorp}on, chemical oxida}on, biodegrada}on, and other 

methods are being evaluated for the removal and the treatment of contaminated waters.

Thinking of future genera}ons is a big challenge: future genera}ons don9t exist, don9t 

consume, don9t vote, and don9t have anyone to truly defend them. Paraphrasing Groucho 

Marx, who o昀琀en used comedy to convey serious truths, many people, even if they would never 

admit it publicly, are inclined to think: "Why should I care for future genera}ons? What have 

they ever done for me?".

Wrecked environments urge fer}le brains.

The compromised territories of the Agno Valley and the vast areas a昀昀ected need to be restored 

without condi}ons with the available solu}ons; ac}vi}es need to be undertaken to promote 

awareness and sense of morality among the popula}on. In a utopis}c vision of reality, the 

disrup}ve outcomes of the Miteni case would have been avoided. All that remains for us is to 

deal with a futuris}c vision, utopian or not, to be enacted in the next decade. It is expected to 

see the Miteni9s headquarters demolished and the just willingness of the bodies responsible 

to be communica}ve with the civil popula}on. Cause and consequences will have to be taught 

in and outside of schools, so that this, as one of the grandest aquifer9s pollu}ons of Europe, 

will not be forgo琀琀en.

We need long-sighted strategies to address – and a developed conceptual inventory to 

understand – the complexi}es of environmental problems across the globe. It is needed to 

know what to understand why, to act locally aiming globally. It is needed to deeply review the 

environmental ethic: nature9s intrinsic rights and moral status must be globally assigned and 

shared. We owe Nature the recogni}on of natural rights: as we are part of a whole 

interconnected system, balancing what is good for our species and what is good for other 

 Jiang et al. (2024).
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species – bio}c and abio}c beings – is the acknowledgment that to serve the interests of one, 

is counterac}ve for the holis}c wellness. 
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Integral answers: English transla琀椀on and revision

Alberto Peru昀昀o

with our families and younger generations. <To stay or to leave?=—

—

The first option advises young people and families: <Leave Veneto.= And if you don9t leave 

physically, abandon its <idea,= the Veneto model that has made these valleys uninhabitable. 

You have every right to do so, as your political <fathers and mothers= ha

The second, connected to the first, says: <If you stay, fight without reservation.= This means 

The third option, for those who remain without taking any action, says: <Don9t complain; you 

are complicit, passively supporting the harm you decry.= It is evident, based on the data, that 
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— —

—

festivals, and deafening nightclubs. If this is life& I don9t believe it i

chosen civilization. 8Venetians first,9 you shouted, celebrating the 8excellence9 while burying 

the toxic 8excesses.9 You reversed the purpose of democracies

—the 8killing of the 

common by the public in service of the private9—

—

—

—
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—

—
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Vicenzo Cordiano

—

It9s somewhat touching to read recent news about citizens gathering in front of the Vicenza 

Simultaneously, headlines reported on Legambiente9s initiative to monitor Veneto9
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—

—they don9t consume, vote, or have anyone 

—
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consider former Prime Minister Draghi9s statement about 

—

—

—


